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The St. Louis Aquarium Foundation

is the nonprofit partner to the

St. Louis Aquarium and engages

individuals through access, conservation

and education programs, building

powerful communities for water stewardship.
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These Community Partners, which are non-profit organizations that

provide services for underserved children, children/families experiencing 

medical crisis or adults that require full-time care, visit as a large group 

or as a small family group as mission dictates.  The need has grown by 

50% this year and we anticipate continued growth at that rate in 2025.  

Some of our partners who receive free access to the St. Louis Aquarium 

include Variety, Ronald McDonald House, Foster and Adoptive Care 

Coalition and others.

Title 1 schools continue to receive free field trip admission and STEM  

based conservation and aquatic life education for youth from Title 1 schools.  

Classes are tailored for age groups K-12 and topics include Animal Needs, 

Who Polluted the Mississippi, Food Webs and Population and Engineering 

Solutions for Animal Care.  For those that demonstrate financial need, 

the St. Louis Aquarium can provide Aquarium admission, guided field trips, 

education classes, bus transportation, and outreach through our mobile 

van.  Over time, the Foundation has developed many great partnerships with 

various schools.  One of our newer partnerships is with Atlas, a charter 

school in St. Louis City serving students in Pre-K    

through Fourth grade.  Working with Atlas 

teachers, we have developed a curriculum 

that compliments what students are learning 

in various grades, enhancing their education 

experience in a hands-on environment.

H 0 Friends is funded by many 

generous donors, including Enterprise

Bank & Trust Foundation, Nance Frost, 

and Linda and Jesse Hunter.
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In 2024, we built on programs that have 

become core to our mission.  In the education 

area, this means that we continued to 

serve our friends from Title 1 schools 

with free field trips and education 

classes.  An area of significant 

growth was focused/multi-visit 

partnerships.  According to one 

of our partners, Michael Jonagan,

who is Atlas Coordinator of 

Beyond School Programming, 

some of the highlights they see in the students 

are how their faces light up when they are 

here, asking great questions about the animals 

and how the water table works (hydrodynamics) 

and how the students make connections between 

what they see at the Aquarium and what they are 

learning in class.  In the classroom, students are able 

to call back to things that they have learned at the Aquarium.

Several other areas of significant growth included our H O Friends support 

of non-profit community partners and our impact through our river clean 

up program.  Full details are included in this report. 

We are so grateful to our donors and partners for the support and guidance 

as we continue to evolve and grow.  As always, please let us know if you 

have any questions or ideas about the Foundation’s initiatives.  We look 

forward to Shell-abrating with you in 2025!

Best,

Steve O’Loughlin    Tami Brown

Board Chair     Executive Director

St. Louis Aquarium Foundation  St. Louis Aquarium Foundation
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THE YPB VISION IS TO EMPOWER THE 

ST. LOUIS AQUARIUM FOUNDATION’S 

ACCESS, EDUCATION AND CONSERVATION 

INITIATIVES THROUGH FINANCIAL SUPPORT, 

VOLUNTEERING, AND MEMBER RECRUITMENT.  

YPB MEMBERS COLLECTIVELY FUNDRAISE 

ANNUALLY WHILE INCREASING AWARENESS 

OF THE AQUARIUM FOUNDATION’S MISSION, 

AND, SERVING AS THE AQUARIUM 

FOUNDATION’S AMBASSADORS IN THE 

ST. LOUIS COMMUNITY.

   
   

  P

ROFESSIONALS BOARDcurriculum to students.  Multi-week visits 

utilize a pre and post-test assessment to gauge 

impact and knowledge growth.  Topics of education 

include: science and biology terminology, marine 

biology and aquatic life, and conservation efforts 

and initiatives.  This past year, the St. Louis 

Aquarium education team made several outreach 

visits to Vivian Adams Early Childhood Center and 

Katie Harper-Wright Elementary, both in East 

St. Louis Illinois.  The team brought Ambassador 

Animals, biological artifacts and recycled based 

crafts to inspire and educate young students 

about the connection and importance of water 

and the life it sustains, bringing education to 

where these students learn. 
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     IN SEPTEMBER OF 2024, THE ST. LOUIS  

AQUARIUM FOUNDATION SHELL-ABRATED 

THE ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF OUR YOUNG 

PROFESSIONALS BOARD (YPB) AND WHAT A 

YEAR IT WAS!

This amazing group of emerging leaders 

dedicated to the Aquarium Foundation 

mission and passionate about giving 

back to the community achieved so much. 

In April of 2024 the YPB presented their 

first fundraiser, Swing Fore the Seas, at 

Topgolf Midtown raising $40,000 for the 

Foundation. The members came together 

with enthusiasm and presented a fun 

outing including a silent auction, raffle, 

wine pull and tournament play. 

Thank you to all of our sponsors. 

BIRDIE SPONSORS

Graybar 

Invisibly 

Hilton St. Louis Ballpark 

MAI Capital Management 

PGAV Destinations 

St. Louis Union Station Hotel

World Wide Technology

PAR SPONSORS

Ameren 

CLA

Finch Plumbing

Geosyntec Consultants

Mercy

PFI Instore

The Royal Group

Spectra Painting 

Sherwin Williams

ZoOceanarium.

In August, members of the YPB came 

together to volunteer to help pick up trash 

along the Mississippi riverfront near the 

Arch to help prevent plastics and other 

pollutants from going into the river.  
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T H E  S T .  L O U I S  A Q U A R I U M  O F F E R S  A  U N I Q U E  

E N V I R O N M E N T  I N  W H I C H  T O  I N T R O D U C E  A N D

E D U C A T E  Y O U T H  O N  T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F

C L E A N  W A T E R  A N D  T H E  L I F E  W H I C H  I T  S U S T A I N S .

While our programs allow children the opportunity to get 

curious, ask questions, and think critically about conservation, 

animals and ecosystems, not everyone can come to the Aquarium.  

In 2022, the Aquarium Foundation began H 0 to Go, our outreach 

program that brings STEM education to learners where they are. 

Outreach programs are delivered primarily to schools, providing 

education outreach that can be tailored to the needs of the 

school as either a one-time visit or multi-week classes.  The 

St. Louis Aquarium Foundation’s team of Educators will travel to 

the school and provide hands on STEM based content and 
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W E  C O L L A B O R A T E D

W I T H  N E W  P A R T N E R S

S U C H  A S  T H E  S T .  L O U I S

A R T  M U S E U M ,  E N D A N G E R E D

W O L F  C E N T E R  A N D  M I S S O U R I

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O N S E R V A T I O N

F A L L  F R O L I C ,  P R O V I D I N G

C U R R I C U L U M ,  H A N D S - O N

L E A R N I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S ,

A N D  A N I M A L  E N C O U N T E R S

B A S E D  O N  E A C H

C O M M U N I T Y ’ S  N E E D S  A N D

I N T E R E S T S .
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ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2024, 500 PEOPLE

ATTENDED SPLASH BASH RAISING ALMOST $350,000 FOR THE

AQUARIUM FOUNDATION’S ACCESS FOR ALL PROGRAM H 0 FRIENDS,

OR HELP TO OUR FRIENDS.

The Italian Riviera inspired event included living statues, a live painter,

opera singer, food stations and bars, silent auction and dessert in the 

Aquarium. In addition, VIP’s enjoyed an Italian wine tasting and cocktail 

experience in the “wine cellar”. 

Thank you to our event sponsors, including our Presenting Sponsor, Stifel, 

guests, silent auction donors, volunteers and Advisory Council Committee 

for making the evening a huge success.  A very special thank you to our 

Co-Chairs, Laura and Jim Lally and Honorary Co-Chairs, Robert O’Loughlin 

and Steve O’Loughlin for their leadership and support.  

      T H A N K  Y O U
   T O  O U R  E V E N T
    S P O N S O R S ,
I N C L U D I N G  O U R
   P R E S E N T I N G
   S P O N S O R ,
      S T I F E L .

             T H A N K  Y O U  T O  T H E  

           1 8 4  V O L U N T E E R S  

         W H O  J O I N E D  U S  T H I S  

   Y E A R  I N  D E M O N S T R A T I N G  

O U R  C O M M I T M E N T  T O

P R O T E C T I N G  O U R  R I V E R S

A N D  O C E A N S  F R O M  P L A S T I C  

      P O L L U T I O N .  
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                                       In 2024, we increased the 

                       number of clean up events from 6 to 9 

     allowing us to have a greater, positive impact in our community.  

As a part of our commitment to water stewardship and supporting our downtown 

neighbors, we cleaned up the Leonor K . Sullivan north settlement on the Mississippi 

Greenway and added North Riverfront Park as a clean-up site, impacting the North 

St. Louis community along the Mississippi Greenway.  Overall, in our 2024 Revamp the 

Riverfront series, we collected over 200 bags of trash and prevented over 3,000 pounds 

of plastic pollution from entering the Mighty Mississippi and eventually our oceans.  

For the second year in a row, we partnered with Purina and their employees to do a river 

clean up as part of their Purina Cares Day on May 23, 2024.  

                     T H E  S T .  L O U I S  A Q U A R I U M  

F O U N D A T I O N  C O N T I N U E D  C O N S E R V A T I O N  E F F O R T S  

B Y  E X P A N D I N G  O U R  R E V A M P  T H E  R I V E R F R O N T  

                      C L E A N  U P  S E R I E S  A L O N G  T H E  

                               M I S S I S S I P P I  R I V E R ,  I N  

                                   P A R T N E R S H I P  W I T H  

                                       G R E A T  R I V E R S  

                                         G R E E N W A Y .

For the fourth year in a row, we held our

CHALK THE WALK on June 8th in honor 

of World Oceans Day.  One of our community 

partners, MSD Project Clear, joined 

us as Aquarium and Union Station guests 

participated by drawing chalk art on the 

Union Station sidewalks and had the 

opportunity to learn more about the 

steps you can take to conserve 

and protect water. 
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THANK YOU
for celebrating the Making Waves Gala

with us tonight. All of the funds 

we raise this evening will go to 

support access for all and education 

for youth from Title 1 schools and 

other underserved community 

partners through our

HO Friends program.

Thank you for your commitment to 

STEM education for youth, our region’s 

waterways and care of aquatic life.
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I N  2 0 2 3 ,

T H E  A Q U A R I U M

W A S  S U P P O R T E D

B Y  1 8 2  V O L U N T E E R S

W H O  C O L L E C T I V E L Y

L O G G E D  1 , 2 2 7

H O U R S  O F

S E R V I C E .

T H E  S T .  L O U I S  A Q U A R I U M  F O U N D A T I O N  W A S  E X C I T E D  T O  

P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  R E V A M P  T H E  R I V E R F R O N T ,  A  R I V E R F R O N T  C L E A N  

U P  S E R I E S  A L O N G  T H E  M I S S I S S I P P I  R I V E R ,  I N  P A R T N E R S H I P  W I T H  

G R E A T  R I V E R S  G R E E N W A Y .

In 2023, we doubled the number of clean up events from 3 to 6 allowing us to 

have a greater, positive impact in our community.  As a part of our commitment 

to water stewardship and supporting our downtown neighbors, we cleaned up 

the Leonor K . Sullivan north settlement on the Mississippi Greenway in March, 

April, June, July, August, and September of this year.  Overall, in our 2023 

REVAMP THE RIVERFRONT SERIES, we collected over 190 bags of trash and prevented 

over 2,000 pounds of plastic pollution from entering the Mighty Mississippi and 

eventually our oceans.  In addition, we partnered with Purina and their employees 

to do a river clean up as part of their Purina Cares Day on May 23, 2023.                         

                                                                                                Thank you to all our volunteers 

                       who joined us this year in

            demonstrating our 

             commitment to protecting 

              our rivers and oceans 

                          from plastic pollution.
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ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2024, 500 PEOPLE

ATTENDED SPLASH BASH RAISING ALMOST $350,000 FOR THE

AQUARIUM FOUNDATION’S ACCESS FOR ALL PROGRAM H 0 FRIENDS,

OR HELP TO OUR FRIENDS.

The Italian Riviera inspired event included living statues, a live painter,

opera singer, food stations and bars, silent auction and dessert in the 

Aquarium. In addition, VIP’s enjoyed an Italian wine tasting and cocktail 

experience in the “wine cellar”. 

Thank you to our event sponsors, including our Presenting Sponsor, Stifel, 

guests, silent auction donors, volunteers and Advisory Council Committee 

for making the evening a huge success.  A very special thank you to our 

Co-Chairs, Laura and Jim Lally and Honorary Co-Chairs, Robert O’Loughlin 

and Steve O’Loughlin for their leadership and support.  

For our third year in a row, 

we held our CHALK THE 

WALK event on June 10th 

in honor of World Ocean’s 

Day.  Hundreds of Aquarium 

guests participated by drawing 

chalk art on the Union Station 

sidewalks to show why they love the ocean.  

      T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R

     E V E N T  S P O N S O R S ,

      I N C L U D I N G  O U R

P R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O R ,

            S T I F E L .
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A Q U A R I U M  F O U N D A T I O N  
F Y 2 0 2 4  F I N A N C I A L S

Education Programs  $102,416.90

St. Louis Aquarium Donation  $136,285.73

Special Events  $380,701.70

Grants/Foundations  $31,833.27

Individual Donors  $107,103.70

Corporate Donors  $51,250.00

Other  $627.05

Unrestricted
Restricted

R E V E N U E   $ 8 1 0 , 2 1 8 . 3 5

R E V E N U E  $ 8 1 0 , 2 1 8 . 3 5
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In Kind Donors
2nd Shift  Brewing
4 Hands Brewing Co.
Advertisers Printing Co.
Anheuser Busch Inbev
Annie Gunn’s Restaurant
Are We There Yet?
Avenue Restaurant
Bark K Dog Bar
Blush Boutique
Clementine’s Naughty
  and Nice Ice Cream
Craft  Al l iance
Defiance Ridge Winery
Dewey’s Pizza
Drury Hotels
Forth and Home
Gateway Arch Park Foundation
Mark Glenshaw
Linda and Jesse Hunter
K .  Hall  Studio
Kell ie  Vahey
Kendra Scott
Kennelwood Pet Resorts
Kreis’  Restaurant
Magic House
Mission Taco
Missouri  Athletic  Club
Missouri  Botanical  Garden
Narwhal ’s  Crafted
Nine PBS
Noboleis Vineyards
Pin-Up Bowl
Repertory Theatre of  St.  Louis
St.  Louis Aquarium
St.  Louis Cardinals
St.  Louis Union Station
St.  Louis Zoo
Shake Shack
Anita Siegmund
Silver  Maple Pet Center
Smokehouse Market
Southern Glazer ’s  Wine and Spirits
Nancy Suelf low
Switchgrass Spirits
The Fabulous Fox
The Muny
The St.  Louis Wheel
Total  Wine & More
Vie Boutique
Gail  and Randy Weller
World Bird Sanctuary
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  TO OUR DONORS

     
   

   
   

   
    

      
BY THE

$500-$999
Jennifer  Burgnone
Mr.  and Mrs.  Cross
John and Karen Drexler
Bil ly Ferguson
Gannon CP Inc.
Jodie Hil ls
Ms.  Stephanie Meyer
Mr.  Scott  Roberts
Meg Schneithorst
Drs.  Surendra and Shalinoi  Shenoy
St.  Louis Community Foundation
Ms.  Sunny Unnerstall
Eric  Wells
Dr.  Andrew White 
Daniel  Wolfe

$250-$499
Ameren Corporation Charitable Trust
Tami and Ken Brown
Erin Clark
Congregation B’nai  Amoona Sisterhood
Cybil  Foster
Jacob Goodwin
Jenny and Goeff  Hi l l
Emily Howard
Nicole Brugnoli  Krafft
Connie Kuntz
Matt Liebheit
Shelby McNeil
Tom Mitchell
Melissa Moore
Mrs.  Laurel  Palmer
Dave and Adrienne Piston
Scott  A .  Rothman
Mr.  Cameron Schoeffel
Stream Teams United
Kell ie  and Eric  Vahey
Diane Verdine
Emily Weber
Ms.  Al i  Wells  and Family
Karen Wessels

$2,500-$4,999
2B Residential
AAA Parking
American Carnival  Mart
A-MRAZEK Moving Systems Inc.
Anonymous
Maxine Clark and Bob Fox
Crown Linen Service Inc.
Ecolab Inc
Frederic Roofing Co.,  Inc.
GFI  Digital
Graybar Electric
Harrick Group LTD
Hilton St.  Louis at  the Ballpark
Invisibly
Johnson Controls Fire Protection LLC
Kent Plumbing Inc.
Mrs.  LaVerne Lorenzini
MAI  Capital  Management
McBride Homes
Midwest Elevator Company,  Inc.
Katie and Kurt  Mungenast
Timothy and Mary Ney
Paric
Safety National
Saint Louis University
Spectra Painting
Tom and Lisa Suntrup
United Fire Protection,  LLC
Mrs.  Rita Wagner

$1,000-$2,499
Ameren Missouri
Cardinals Care
Mr.  Barry Cervantes
CliftonLarsonAllen
Bil ly and Lucy Conley
Ford Asphalt  Company
Geosyntec Consultants Inc.
Karen and Lawrence Goering
Keith and Cindi  Guller
James and Mary Beth Havel
Mark Hinnah
Ryan McCure
Brian and Nora McMorrow
PFI  Instore
Mr.  Eddie Pohrer
Dr.  Charles and Dr.  Liz  Schmitz
Thom and Jane Sehnert
Joshua Sewell
Susie and Joe Sivewright
Drs.  Karen and Jeffrey Stokes
Anita Siegmund and Nancy Suelf low
The Royal  Group
Voorhees International  Inc.
Douglas and Lynn Yaeger
ZoOceanarium Group

$100,000-$249,999
St.  Louis Aquarium at Union Station

$50,000-$99,999
Mr.  and Mrs.  George Bauer
Nance Frost

$25,000-$49,999
Enterprise Bank & Trust Foundation
Stifel

$10,000-$24,999
Corporate Flooring Group
Hunter Family Foundation
Metropolitan St.  Louis Sewer District
MBG -  Midas Building Group
Nestle Purina PetCare Company
Robert  O’Loughlin
Paz Family Foundation
Peggy Ritter
Sysco Foods
The Dana Brown Charitable Trust
World Wide Technology

$5,000-$9,999
Albrecht Family Foundation
American Electric  and Data,  Inc.
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield
Bank of  Washington
Brinkmann Constructors
Charles E.  Jarrel l  Contracting Co.  Inc.
Cl ifford Wil lard Gaylord Foundation
Finch Plumbing Co.
Fixture Contracting Company
Ford Hotel  Supply
Frederick Roofing Co.,  Inc.
Bob and Carolyn Guest
Harlene and Marvin Wool  Foundation
Husch Blackwell  LLP
Jim and Laura Lally
Lawrence Group Architects of  St.  Louis
Lockton Companies
Michele and Donn Lux
Mercy Hospital  Saint  Louis
PGAV Destinations
TierPoint
Ray and Laurie Van de Riet
Warren Sign
Western Specialty Contractors
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St.  Louis Aquarium Foundation Board

OFFICERS
Steve O’Loughlin,  Chair
Robert  O’Loughlin,  Treasurer
Robert  Guest,  Jr. ,  Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

George Bauer
L .B.  Eckelkamp, Jr.
Linda Hunter
Jim Lally
Jonathan Losos,  Ph.D.
Melissa Paz
Peggy Ritter
Thom Sehnert

St.  Louis Aquarium Foundation Staff

Tami Brown,  Executive Director
Gail  Weller,  Development Manager
Mel  Hooper,  Education Manager
Caitl in Cross,  Development & 
  Marketing Coordinator

Development Advisory Committee

Kell ie  Vahey,  Chair
George Ladd
Laura Lally
Melissa Merl in
Rob Merl in
Peggy Ritter
Sarah Sandvoss
Sunny Unnerstall

Education Advisory Council

Sue Stepleton, Chair
Steven Coxon
Eric Hadley
Kim Hagemann
Jason Knouft
Carrie Launius
Katie Lodes
Caitlin Mooney
Kim Quon
Dr. Netra D. Taylor
Beverly Velloff

Young Professionals Board

Brian O’Loughlin, Co-Chair
Natalie O’Loughlin, Co-Chair
Emma Binder
Hunter Brooks
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Daisy Caballero
Carter Doll
Sarah Gibbs
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Mike Hogan
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President ’s Club
Melissa Paz
Peggy Ritter

Visionary 
Anonymous
Anita and John O’Connell  Family
Michele and Donn Lux
Laurie and Ray Van de Riet
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Maxine Clark and Bob Fox
Timothy and Mary Ney
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  St.  Louis Community Foundation
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Drs.  Surendra and Shalini Shenoy
Susie and Joe Sivewright
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Anita Siegmund and Nancy Suel�ow
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The St. Louis Aquarium Foundation

is the nonprofit partner to the

St. Louis Aquarium and engages

individuals through access, conservation

and education programs, building

powerful communities for water stewardship.
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St. Louis Aquarium Foundation

201 South 18th Street

St. Louis, MO 63103

H O W  Y O U  

H E L P E D  I M P A C T  A N

G R E A T  Y E A R !
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